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How to measure your gauge swatch: 

1. Knit a gauge swatch.  I usually cast on 10 more stitches than the pattern’s gauge swatch specifications 

state.  So, if the pattern says: 

Gauge: 24 st X 30 rows= 4” 

I’ll cast on 34 stitches.  And I’ll knit about 35-40 rows. 

2.  Measure your gauge swatch 4” up and down for the row count and 4” right to left for the stitch 

count.  Go by 4” instead of 1” for a more accurate measurement.  If the pattern states the gauge in 1”, 

you need to multiply by 4 to get a bigger swatch amount for the pattern OR you can measure your 

swatch with the specified 4” and then divide by 4 to get your stitch and row count for just 1”. 

3. Each stitch looks like a . so make sure that you are counting .’s. 

 

Ok, now you’re ready for a practice piece.  I’ve got you a little computer generated swatch, already 

marked out for a 4”x4” section.  You need to tell me what the gauge is: 

____stitches X ____ rows = 4” 

 

 
Remember, that it is important to even keep the fraction of a stitch!  If the swatch measure 12 ½ 

stitches for 4”, you better make sure that you put that down in your notes!  If it measures 12 ¾ stitches, 
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you better put that down.  Even a fraction of a stitch can mess up your garment or project if you omit it 

or round up or down.  VERY IMPORTANT!!! 

 

Don’t forget to post your answers on the group so that I can check your work and help you out if you 

need it.   

 


