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Common materials that you will need/use 

when starting your venture of looming: 

-loom 

-loom pick 

-yarn appropriate for the gauge of loom 

-yarn guide 

-yarn needle 

-tape measure and/or ruler 

-scissors 

-optional materials: 

             *crochet hook 

             *stitch markers 

             *stitch holders 

             *row counters 

             * cable needles 

             * calculator 

 

LOOMS 

Most people start out looming on Knifty 

Knitters by ProvoCraft.  These looms are 

considered large gauge looms.  There are 

other looms sold, mainly on the internet, 

that have a variety of different gauges to 

choose from.  There really is a whole other 

world of looms out there, but since the 

majority of loomers start out with Knifty 

Knitters, that is what our main focus will 

be.  As we advance we’ll dive into other 

looms and gauges. 

 
This picture has various looms by Provocraft, KISS 

Looms, DecorAccents Inc, Authentic Knitting 

Board, and CinDWood Crafts 

 

LOOM PICKS 

Looking at the loom from a needle knitting 

perspective the peg on the loom represents 

the left needle, so your pick tool is like the 

right needle that is creating the stitch.  

Different kinds of picks work best with 

different types of yarn.  My preference is to 

use a pick with a shorter, sharp point with 

skinny yarns: #1 Super Fine, #2 Fine, and 

#3 Light weight yarns.  For thicker yarns 

like: #4 Medium, #5 Bulky, and #6 Super 

Bulky weight, I like to use a longer and 

more blunt tip. 

 
From l to r: Knifty Knitter tool with a Sculpey Clay 

handle that I made, Knifty Knitter pick tool, 

wooden handled tool from DecorAccents Inc., and 

wooden handled tool from Authentic Knitting 

Board. 

 

YARN CHOICE 

 
#6-Lion Brand Wool-Ease Thick and Quick 

#5-Bernat Alpaca Natural Blends 



This tutorial/lesson was created by Robin McCoy 2009 for teaching purposes.  I did not develop any methods that may 

be mentioned here-in, but simply teaching others how to use the methods.  The wording and pictures are property of 

Robin McCoy 2009. 

For private use only.  Contact:  mrs.robinlmccoy@gmail.com 

LKNB Class                                  Lesson #1: Common Looming Materials                                                   2 

#4-Lion Brand Fisherman’s Wool 

#3-Patons Astra 

#2-Knit Picks Sock Garden 

#1-Red Heart Heart and Sole 

First of all, it is best to use the yarn 

specified for in the pattern you are 

following.  If that yarn isn’t readily 

available, then substitute the best you can.  

These resources will help you with a 

substitution: 

http://www.yarndex.com/ 

also, Karol Beaufore has made a lovely 

subsitution document located in the Loom 

Knitting Newbies Beginnings files under 

‘Yarn Substitutions’. 

 

The next thing to take into account is that 

certain weights of yarn work best with 

certain looms.  For the Knifty Knitter 

looms it is best to use #6 Super Bulky yarn 

(Ex. Lion Brand Wool-Ease Thick and 

Quick--#6 in picture) or you can use two 

strands held as one of a #4 Medium weight 

yarn (Ex. Red Heart Super Saver--yarn 

listed as #4 in picture is actually Lion 

Brand Fisherman’s Wool).  Sometimes a 

#5 Bulky yarn (Ex. Bernat Alpaca Natural 

Blends--#5 in picture) is sufficient.  But 

not all companies make their yarn the same 

size at the same weight.  This means that 

sometimes you’ll need two strands of #5 

held together as one to make a good knit 

fabric.   

When told to hold two strands of yarn as 

one, it causes many Newbies to ask if they 

need to buy 2 separate skeins of yarn to 

pull from at the same time.  My answer: 

Not unless you can afford it!  Most often 

skeins can be pulled from both the outside 

and the center.  To make it easier to pull 

yarn from the skein (and to keep it clean) 

many people use gallon size zipper closure 

freezer bags.  Some others buy plastic 

containers made specifically for holding 

yarn. Personally, I yearn to own a yarn 

bowl that is a pottery clay bowl designed to 

hold yarn balls. 

Back to yarn, though, it is very important 

to try to match the gauge called for in the 

pattern.  How to make and measure a 

gauge swatch will be covered in another 

lesson. 

 

YARN GUIDES 

Though these are not necessary, they are 

very convenient and will help you to 

achieve an even tension while wrapping 

your pegs.  It is very important to keep as 

even a tension as possible while looming.  

A relaxed tension will prevent you from 

wrapping your pegs too tightly and 

consequently causing you to not be able to 

knit off, or worse….you could break a peg!  

EEEK! 

Cliff Roush has made a wonderful tutorial 

showing us how to make a custom yarn 

guide that can be found in the Loom 

Knitting Newbies Beginnings files under 

‘Make a Yarn Guide’. 

Many others use drinking straws cut to 

their preferred length or pen barrels. 

You will hold the guide like a pen as you 

wrap the pegs.  This will most likely speed 

up your wrapping. 
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YARN NEEDLES 

Yarn needles are yet another ‘must have 

tool’.  You’ll always need to weave in ends 

or seam a project.  They come in a few 

different sizes and styles, but the key thing 

to look for is to make sure that the eye of 

the needle is large enough for your yarn 

 
From l to r: steel yarn needle, Pony brand Wool 

Needle that has a flexible plastic filament eye, 

plastic yarn needle that comes with the Knifty 

Knitter sets. 

 

TAPE MEASURE and KNIT GAUGES 

You will need these items when checking 

your gauge and measuring the length and 

width of an item.   

 
Susan Bates Knit Chek and Boye Count 10 Plus 

 

The knit gauge isn’t exactly necessary.  But 

a ruler will be needed if you don’t have a 

knit gauge. 

Using a measuring tape to measure gauge 

can be inaccurate because the measuring 

tape can become stretched over time and 

use, but they still come in handy for 

measuring large items. 

 
 

SCISSORS or YARN CUTTERS 

 
These are another must have tool.  I’ve 

heard a few people refer to ‘breaking the 

yarn’, but I have never been successful at 

it.  You will want to make sure that your 

tool is sharp for a nice, clean cut. 
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OPTIONAL MATERIALS 

*Crochet hooks:  These aren’t necessary 

but you’ll be glad you have one.  They aid 

in a couple bind off methods along with 

catching dropped stitches. 

 
 

*Stitch Markers: You’ll use these for a 

variety of things from marking a specific 

stitch to marking a specific peg  and some 

can be used to hold two panels together 

while you seam them.  

Small pieces of scrap yarn of a contrasting 

color from what you are using can be used 

in place of stitch markers.  Rubber bands 

come in handy as well, for marking pegs. 

 
 

*Stitch Holders: these are used for holding 

live stitches (that that haven’t been bound 

off and are shaped like really big safety 

pins. 

*Cable Needles: these are special needles 

made with a groove or in the shape of a 

hook, designed to hold live stitches while 

creating a cable. 

 
 

*Row Counters: owning at least one of 

these becomes a blessing!  If you can’t get 

your hands on one then simply make tally 

marks on a piece of paper to keep count of 

your rows.  No big deal! 

 
 

 

You have now survived Robin’s Lesson 

#1!  I’m so very proud of you!  See you for 

the next lesson. 

 

 

                     


